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Spacefactand
By G. J.

AITCHISON

THE COMINGOF THE
SPACEAGE. By Arthur

C. Clarke.VictorGollaiicz.

30]pp.Price$4-35.

IT was onlya decade

ago — on October

4, 1957,to be
precise

—

On thatday the
Russians launched
SputnikI into orbit.

But althoughthat event
is so recent,the amount

that has subsequently

been writtenabout
space,bothfactand
fiction,is immense.

In this volume, ArthurC.
Clarke,himselfa sciencefiction

writer,has selectedand
editedan anthologyof some
36 articlesand extractsabout
spaceby a widevariety of
authors.Here we have both

spacefact and spacefiction;

for,whilewe are toldon the

dust coverthat "it is science

we have here,not science fiction",

it mustbe saidthat
someof the authors gavetheir
imaginations

ratherfree rein
beforethey pennedsome of
the passagesthat are repro
duced.

The rangeof materialpre
sentedis wide,in severalre
gards.

Chronologically,

it
rangesfrom"Marsas the
Abodeof Life",writtenin
1896 by the well-known

astronomerPercival Lowell,to
several articlesdated1965.In
content,

the rangeis fromthe
"Declaration

of Legal Principles

Governing the Activities

of Statesin the
Exploration

and Use of OuterSpace"by
the UN GeneralAssembly,

to the
conjectured resultsof

the
Interplanetary Olympics

contestedon Moon, Mars,
Earth,and Jupiter.

Two of the more
informative

articlesare "The First

V-2" by WalterR.
Dornberger

and, "GermanRocketry",

by WernherVon Braun.The
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one tellsthe storyof the first

successful launching
of a V-2

(oran A-4as theywerethen
known);the otherthe storyof
the developmentof rocketry

in Germanyfrom 1928 on
wards,culminatingin the
work at Peenemunde.Two
pointsof interestemergefrom
Von Braun'sarticle,whichin
cidentallydisplaysa command

of the Englishlanguagepos
sessedby

relatively

few whose
nativetongueis English.One
is the degreeto whichthe
work at Peenemundewas
hamperedby officialred tape
(andfor thisthe Alliesmay
well be profoundlygrateful).

The otheris thewayin which

men whosemindswere set on
space researchand spacetravel

were caughtup and swept
alongin the Armymachine.

There seems no reasonto

doubt von Braun'sassertion

that"thereis nota shredof
truthin any

statement

thatthe
A-4 or V-2 was

originally

conceivedas a weaponwith
whichto devastateLondon".

All this,and muchmore,is
plainfact.In the

longest article

in the book,"LifeFormson
Other Worlds",we are taken
into the realmof

speculation,

but reasonedspeculation,
regarding

the
occurrence

of life
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elsewherein the universe,and
the

variouswaysin whichlife

may haveevolvedthere.But
speculation

doesseemto have
run riot in the articles,

"Beyondthe SolarSystem",

and "A Visionof the
Galaxy".

One of the gemsof the
bookis the little3-pagearticle

"UFO" (UnidentifiedFlying
Objects)by LeslieC. Peltier.

Thisis a
masterly pieceof

debunking.

C. S. Lewis,writerbothof
spacefictionand of

religious

works,is includedtwice,once
in eachof theseroles."The
Cavesof Venus"is sheerspace
fiction."God in Space"
attemptsto dealwithwhat
seemsto Lewisto

constitute

a
problemfor orthodoxChris
tianity.He looksat the
Christiandoctrineof the
Incarnation:

"Who for us men
and for our salvationcame
downfromheaven. . and

asks,"Whyfor us men more
thanfor others?"Are there

otherbeingswith "rational

souls"elsewherein the Uni
verse,andif so,arethey
"fallen"?He

contemplates

the
possibilitythat "Redemption,
starting

withus,is to work
fromus and

throughus",and
thereis evena

suggestion

of
the missionary- spaceman
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pelto
far-flung partsof the

universe.

Lewisdoesnot fullysolve

his
problem,indeed,he barely

comesto gripswithit.Butthe
problemmay wellseemless
acuteto Christianswhose
positions

are lessrigidlybound

to the precisecredal formula

tionsthan Lewis'appearto
be. Perhapsthe mostimpor
tant

sentence

in thisarticle
is

"I thinka
Christian

is
sitting

prettyif his faith neveren
countersmore forniidabla
difficulties

than theseconjec
tural phantoms".

Havingbeentoldat the
outsetthatthisis a bookof
science,not science fiction,it
is

rather
a

relief
to findOlaf

Staplcdon,in
'Interplanetary

Man',tellingus quiteclearly

whenhe is makinga
"surmise*"

of the wildestsort",nndv.
bringing

us backto earthwith
the truism,"Whateverthe
immensitiesbeyondour famil
iar

sphere,

forus,whoareso
deeplyimplicated

in this
sphere,the supremeconcern
must

continue

to be lifehere
and now.Whatwe haveto
do is to makethebestof this

planetof ours,and
perhaps

of
otherworldsalso".When we
read the statement,"Astron
auticswillsoonbe the largest

industryin the solarsystem,
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and
already

it
employs

a lab
our forceof severalhundred

thousand",we may wonder
whetherStapledon'struismis
universallyaccepted.He him
selfis quiteexplicit:

"Itwould

be far bestfor man to post

ponehis
exploration

of alien
planetsuntilhe has concen

tratedseriouslyon improving

terrestrialconditions".


